GRADUATION BY A TRUNCATED NORMAL

By NatHAN KEYFITZ

Below is a table for finding the constants of a truncated normal by the equa-
tion of moments. Karl Pearson* gives such a table for the case in which the
data are to be fitted to the “tail” (i.e. less than half) of a normal curve but I do
not believe that the formulae for a distribution consisting of more than half of a
normal curve have before been tabulated.

The table below was calculated primarily for an investigation being carried
out on the duration of unemployment. The Canadian Census of 1931 reported
the number of persons losing 14, 5-8, - - . 49-52 weeks in the course of the year
June 1st, 1930 to June 1st, 1931, by various classifications, (industry, province,
age, etc.).

The tendency to report even numbers of months on the part of the enumerated
population was evident in the result, and some kind of graduation was necessary
for an interpretation. After some experiment a part of a normal curve was
settled upon as the simplest and generally most satisfactory representation.

It was found that among the classes of workers in which unemployment is
high the curve is more advanced,—i.e. the mode is at a higher number of weeks,—
than in the classes where unemployment is low. In many cases, (in most
groupings of female workers for instance) where unemployment is relatively very
low the modal point of the uncurtailed normal stands at a negative number of
weeks,—for these cases the fitting is to a true tail and the tables of the Biometric
Laboratory were used.

Details of the results of the investigation will be published shortly in the
Unemployment Monograph of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Meanwhile,
this table will be of use as the complement of Pearson’s tabulation which is only
suitable for y; = .5708.

Table for finding the constants of a truncated normal by the equation of moments

x' Y1 A V2 Ay

0 .5708 —.0180 1.2533 —.0562
.1 .5528 —.0183 1.1971 —.0543
.2 .5345 —.0188 1.1428 —.0526
.3 .5157 —.0190 1.0902 —.0506
.4 .4967 —.0193 1.0396 —.0487
.5 4774 —.0195 .9909 — .0467

* Tables for Statisticians and Biometricians, page 25.
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