GEORGE E. NICHOLSON, JR., 1918-1971V

George Edward Nicholson, Jr., long-time Secretary of the Institute of Mathe-
matical Statistics, died on December 3, 1971, in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.
His tragic and untimely death, ending a career of high distinction, was a keenly
felt loss to his many friends and colleagues throughout the world.

Born in 1918 in Brooklyn, New York, he entered the University of North
Carolina in 1936, and was graduated with the bachelor’s degree in 1940 and a
master’s degree in mathematics in 1941. His first academic appointment was
instructor of mathematics at the Georgia Institute of Technology from 1941 to
1943, and in 1944 he returned to the University of North Carolina as a lecturer
in mathematics. Later that year he enlisted as a civilian in the war effort, ac-
cepting the post of research mathematician at Columbia University. While in
this position he became involved with statistics in the rapidly developing field
of operations analysis, serving with distinction as an operations analyst with the
United States Air Force on Saipan until the end of the war. For his outstanding
contributions in this capacity, he was later awarded the Medal of Freedom by
the Air Force in 1947.

He resumed his graduate studies in 1945, first at Columbia University and then
at the University of North Carolina when the Department of Mathematical Sta-
tistics was established at Chapel Hill in 1946. He received the Ph. D. degree in
1948 and joined the faculty of the Department of Mathematical Statistics as
assistant professor. In 1952 he became chairman of the department, a position
in which he served for 19 consecutive years. He was promoted to associate pro-
fessor in 1952 and full professor in 1956. During his long service as chairman
of the department, Dr. Nicholson maintained and developed that department’s
international prominence. He had an infectious enthusiasm for the behavior of
statistics in practical applications and passed this along to students, scientists,
and administrators in diverse fields. He was in large measure responsible for the
establishment of the Triangle Universities Computation Center in North Carolina,
which has become known nationwide as a successful model of inter-institutional
cooperation.

He was prominently involved in nationwide efforts to improve the teaching
of statistics and mathematics. Thus from 1961 to 1964 he was a member of the
Research Committee of College Scholarship Service established by the College
Entrance Examination Board. Since its inception in 1965 he has been active on
the Survey Committee of the Conference Board of the Mathematical Sciences,
which produced important studies on undergraduate and graduate training in
mathematics. He played an influential part on the Panel on Statistics of the

1 Editor’s Note: This article is based on a memorial resolution prepared by members of the
faculty of the University of North Carolina.
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