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able to determine precisely /. (When [ = 1, the method is essentially the Aitken
acceleration procedure.) Of course, one stops far short of 2/ iterations to obtain a
good approximation to f.

Therefore the extrapolation procedure consists of the following two steps:

1. Co?pute Gauss—Seidel iterations, f1,..., f 27, forcing f* to lie in the kernel
of P.

2. Extrapolate the iterates using the e-algorithm to get an improved approxima-
tion to f.

We have used the above algorithm on various problems with relatively good
success. A first data set which was given to us by the authors turned out to be
incompatible and as a result of our calculations an error in a spline fitting
program was detected! A second set of data was provided where Gauss—Seidel
converged slowly and the application of the above algorithm yielded very
satisfactory results.

Conclusion. Using the e-algorithm to accelerate convergence of a basic
iteration for linear systems with nonsymmetnc matrices seems to be a very
promising approach.
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We would like to congratulate the authors for a stimulating paper. Additive
models for approximating high-dimensional regression problems have been around
for quite some time, but a number of important problems have remained
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