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PAO-LU HSU 1909-1970

By T. W. ANDERSON, K. L. CHUNG AND E. L. LEHMANN
Stanford University and University of California, Berkeley

Pao-Lu Hsu was born in Peking in 1909 and obtained his B.Sc. degree from
Tsing Hua University in 1933. He spent the years 1936—1940 at University College,
London where he received a Ph.D. in 1938 and an D.Sc. in 1940. From London he
returned to China to accept a professorship in the Department of Mathematics at
Peking University. ’

The war years were difficult (letters from 1943-44 to Professor Neyman in
Berkeley mention starvation), but Hsu continued his research. Efforts to bring him
to the United States finally succeeded, and in 1945 he arrived just in time for the
First Berkeley Symposium on Probability and Statistics. A semester of teaching at
the University of California was followed by a semester at Columbia. This was the
year in which Hotelling moved from Columbia to North Carolina, and he offered
Hsu an associate professorship in the department he was creating there. Thus Hsu
spent 1946-47 in Chapel Hill from where—in spite of many efforts to keep him in
America—he returned to his professorship at Peking University.

Professor H. F. Tuan of Peking University informs us that Hsu died in his home
on the campus of Peking University on December 18, 1970, from chronic tuber-
culosis. There was a memorial meeting in his honor.

Hsu was born into a mandarin family from the famed lake city of Hangchow,
but was brought up in Peking. Perhaps because of this background he spoke the
“common” (or “official”’) dialect with an interesting soft overtone. In appearance
and carriage he was a Chinese scholar in the classic mold. His British education
formed his taste in mathematics; he preferred the hard and concrete to the general
and abstract. Setting even higher standards for his own work than for others, he
would temper his critical sense with a gentle mocking humor. He could work
feverishly on research for spells, but used to lament that life’s diverse interests
conflicted with a single-minded devotion to science. He enjoyed the company of
men and women of the other culture and was versed in traditional Chinese letters.
A particular hobby was chanting the musical drama of the Yuan dynasty with a
small group of connoisseurs accompanied by ancient instruments. Partly owing to
fragile health he never married but apparently came close to it. He returned to
China in the summer of 1947, shortly after the Communist victory, despite offers of
positions in the U.S. by A. Wald and others. He was looking forward to being part
of the emerging new society in his homeland. In his last years he was too ill to get
around but continued to teach from his room. The Chinese scientific community
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