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Introduction. 

1. In  the theory of almost  periodic funct ions  the study of mean mot ions  

and of problems of dis t r ibut ion forms an in teres t ing  chapter .  

Histor ical ly ,  the subject  begins with Lagrange ' s  t r ea tmen t  of the  per turba t ions  

of the large planets,  which leads to a s tudy of the var ia t ion of the a rgumen t  of 

a t r igonometr ic  polynomial  F ( t ) - ~  aoe~.ot+ . . .  § a ve~'~v t. Apar t  f rom some cases 

considered by Lagrange,  this  problem was first t rea ted  r igorously by Bohl[1] and 

Weyl  [i], who by means of the theory  of equidis t r ibut ion proved the  existence of a 

mean motion whenever  the numbers  ~1--~o . . . .  , ~ x - - 4 o  are l inearly independent .  


