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1. I n t r o d u c t i o n  

1.1.  R e s u l t s  

One of the  mos t  in te res t ing  resul ts  in value d i s t r i bu t i on  t heo ry  is the  defect  re la t ion  

o b t a i n e d  by  R. Nevanl inna:  If  f is a non-cons t an t  m e r o m o r p h i c  funct ion  on the  complex  

p lane  C,  then  for an  a r b i t r a r y  col lect ion of d i s t inc t  a l ,  ..., a q E P  1, the  following defect  

re la t ion  holds:  
q 

E (5(a~, f ) + 0 ( a i ,  f ) )  ~< 2. (1.1.1) 
i = 1  

Here,  as usual  in Nevan l inna  theory,  the  t e rms  (~(ai, f )  and  0(ai ,  f )  are  defined by  

5(ai, f ) = l i m i n f ( 1  N ( r , a ~ f ) ~  
r . ~  \ T ( r , f )  ] '  

O(ai, f )  = l im inf N(r, ai, f )  - N(r, ai, f )  
~ - ~  T( r , f )  ' 


