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EXISTENCE AND UNIQUENESS OF POSITIVE
SOLUTIONS FOR INTEGRAL BOUNDARY PROBLEMS
OF NONLINEAR FRACTIONAL DIFFERENTIAL
EQUATIONS WITH p-LAPLACIAN OPERATOR

SIHUA LIANG AND JIHUI ZHANG

ABSTRACT. In this paper, we deal with the following
integral boundary problem of nonlinear fractional differential
equations with p-Laplacian operator

D (¢p(Dgyu(t))) + f(t,u(t) =0, 0<t<1,

u(O) = u/(O) =0, u’(l) = f[? u(s) ds, Dngu(t)‘t:O =0,
where 0 < v < 1, 2 < a < 3, Dg, is the standard
Riemann-Liouville fractional derivative, ¢p,(s) = |s|P72s,p >
1, (¢p)~t = ¢q, 1/p+1/q = 1. By the properties of the
Green function, the lower and upper solution method and
fixed-point theorem in partially ordered sets, some new
existence and uniqueness of positive solutions to the above
boundary value problem are established. As applications,
examples are presented to illustrate the main results.

1. Introduction. Fractional differential equations arise in many
engineering and scientific disciplines as the mathematical models of
systems and processes in the fields of physics, chemistry, aerodynamics,
electrodynamics of complex media, polymer rheology, Bode’s analysis
of feedback amplifiers, capacitor theory, electrical circuits, electron-
analytical chemistry, biology, control theory, fitting of experimental
data, and so on, and involves derivatives of fractional order. Fractional
derivatives provide an excellent tool for the description of memory
and hereditary properties of various materials and processes. This is
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the main advantage of fractional differential equations in comparison
with classical integer-order models. For an extensive collection of such
results, we refer the reader to the monographs by Samko et al. [28],
Podlubny [27] and Kilbas et al. [15]. For the basic theory and recent
development of the subject, we refer to a text by Lakshmikantham [16].
For more details and examples, see [1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 17, 18, 21] and
the references therein. However, the theory of boundary value problems
for nonlinear fractional differential equations is still in the initial stages,
and many aspects of this theory need to be explored; in particular, the
existence and uniqueness of positive solutions for integral boundary
problems of nonlinear fractional differential equations with p-Laplacian
operators are relatively scarce.

In [29], Wang, Xiang and Liu considered the existence and multi-
plicity of positive solutions for the following boundary value problem of
nonlinear fractional differential equations with p-Laplacian operators:

Dy (¢p(Dgyu(®))ult) + f(t u(t), Diu(t) =0, 0<t<1,
u(0) =u/(1) = u”(0) =0, Dy, u(t)|i=o0 = 0,

where 0 <y < 1,2<a<3,0<p<1and Dj, denotes the Caputo
derivative. By using the fixed point theorem, results for existence and
multiplicity of positive solutions to the above boundary value problem
are obtained. But the uniqueness is not treated.

Li, Luo and Zhou [19] considered the following three point boundary
value problems of fractional order differential equations:

D§ u(t) + f(t,u(t)) =0, 0<t<l, 1<a<2,
w(0) =0, Df, u(l) =aDg, u(®),

where D, is the standard Riemann-Liouville fractional derivative. The
existence and multiplicity results of positive solutions are obtained by
using some fixed-point theorems. But the uniqueness is not treated.

On the other hand, the study of the existence of solutions of multi-
point boundary value problems for linear second-order ordinary differ-
ential equations was initiated by II'in and Moiseev [14]. Then Gupta
[10] studied three-point boundary value problems for nonlinear second-
order ordinary differential equations. Since then, nonlinear second-
order three-point boundary value problems have also been studied by
several authors. We refer the reader to [9, 11, 20, 22, 23] and the
references therein. However, all these papers are concerned with prob-
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lems with three-point boundary condition restrictions on the slope of
the solutions and the solutions themselves, for example,

u(0) =0, au(n) = u(l);
u(0) = Bu(n), au(n) = u(l);
u'(0) =0, au(n) = u(l);
u(0) — Bu’(0) =0, au(n) = u(l);
au(0) — Bu’'(0) = 0, u'(n) +u'(1) = 0;

etc. In this paper, we deal with the following three-point boundary
value problem

(1.1) Dgi(ép(Dgyult)) + f(t.u(t) =0, 0<t<1,
(1.2) u(0) =4/(0) =0, u'(1) = /0 u(s)ds, Dg, u(t)]=0 = 0,

where 0 < v < 1, 2 < a < 3 and Df, is the standard Riemann-
Liouville fractional derivative, ¢,(s) = [s|P72s,p > 1, (¢,)"! = ¢y,
1/p+1/q = 1. n satisfies 0 < n® < a(a —1). We will give some new
existence and uniqueness criteria for boundary value problems (1.1) and
(1.2) by using the lower and upper solution method and a fixed point
theorem in partially ordered sets. Finally, we present some examples
to demonstrate our results. The existence of fixed points in partially
ordered sets has been considered recently in [5, 12, 24, 25, 26]. This
work is motivated by papers [5, 29]. We also point out that problems
(1.1) and (1.2) are motivated by the constitutive equation of viscoelastic
fluid coming from rheology [13].

2. Preliminaries. We need the following definitions and lemmas
that will be used to prove our main results.

Definition 2.1. Let (E, || - ||) be a real Banach space. A nonempty,
closed, convex set P C E is said to be a cone, provided the following
are satisfied:

(a) if y € Pand A >0, then Ay € P;
(b) if y € P and —y € P, then y = 0.

If P C E is a cone, we denote the order induced by P on E by <, that
is, r <y ifand only if y —z € P.
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Definition 2.2 ([27]). The integral

I, f(x) = I‘(ls) /0 @ f(tt))1s dt, x>0,

where s > 0, is called the Riemann-Liouville fractional integral of order
s and I'(s) is the Euler gamma function defined by

+oo
I'(s) = / t"le7tdt, s> 0.
0

Definition 2.3 ([15]). For a function f(z) given in the interval [0, c0),
the expression

D410 =t (1) [

where n = [s] + 1, [s] denotes the integer part of the number s, called
the Riemann-Liouville fractional derivative of order s.

The following two lemmas, found in [3, 15], are crucial in finding
an integral representation of fractional boundary value problems (1.1)
and (1.2).

Lemma 2.1 ([3, 15]). Let a > 0 and v € C(0,1) N L(0,1). Then the
fractional differential equation

Dg, u(t) =0
has

u(t) = et F gt 4 et
€eR, i=01,....n, n=[a]+1

as unique solutions.

Lemma 2.2 ([3, 15]). Assume that v € C(0,1) N L(0,1) with a
fractional derivative of order o > 0 belongs to C(0,1) N L(0,1). Then

I8, D§ u(t) = u(t) + ert® t 4 eat® 2 -+ ot

for somec; e R, i=0,1,....,n, n=[a] + 1.
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The following fixed-point theorems in partially ordered sets are
fundamental and important to the proofs of our main results.

Theorem 2.1 ([12]). Let (E, <) be a partially ordered set, and suppose
that there exists a metric d in E such that (E,d) is a complete metric
space. Assume that E satisfies the following condition:

(2.1) if {z,} is a nondecreasing sequence in E such that =, — x,
then z,, <z, for all n € N.

Let T : E — E be a nondecreasing mapping such that

d(T.’E,Ty) < d((E,y) - 7/’(05(%1/)), fOT T > Y,

where ¥ : [0,400) — [0,400) is a continuous and nondecreasing

function such that v is positive in (0,400), ¥(0) = 0 and tlim Y(t) =
—00

oo. If there exists xg € E with v < T(xzg), then T has a fixed point.

If we consider that (E, <) satisfies the following condition

(2.2) for x,y € E there exists z € E which is comparable to z and
Y,

then we have the following result.

Theorem 2.2 ([24]). Adding condition (2.2) to the hypotheses of
Theorem 2.1, we obtain uniqueness of the fized point.

3. Related lemmas.

Lemma 3.1. Let 0 < n* < a(a—1). If h € C[0,1], then the boundary
value problems

(3.1) Dg,u(t)+h(t) =0, 0<t<l1, 2<a<3,
(3.2) u(0) = u’(0) = 0, u'(1) = /77 u(s) ds,
0

have a unique solution

1
(3.3) u(t):/o G(t, s)h(s) ds,



958 SIHUA LIANG AND JIHUI ZHANG

where
(3.4) G(t,s) = G1(t,8) + Ga(t, s),
(3.5)
1 (1 —s)22—(t—s5)21 0<s<t<1,
Gl(t7s) - F(a) { tafl(]_ _ s)a72 0 S t S s S 1’
at®™ 1
(3.6) Ga(t,s) = T / Gi(t,s)

Proof. By Lemma 2.2, the solution of (3.1) can be written as

u(t) = et + ept® 2 4 ogt 3 — /t wh(s) ds.
0 [(a)

From (3.2), we know that ¢z = ¢5 = 0 and

(1) :cl(a—l)—(a—l)/o (t‘r(so);_

Thus, together with u/( fo s) ds, we have

h(s)ds.

_ b nus s 17(1_8)a_2 s)ds
o= [t +/0 T h(s) ds.

Therefore, the unique solution of boundary value problem (3.1)—(3.2)

u(t) =—/0 (t_r(s(i;_h(s) ds+ta_/0nu(s) ds

a—1 ! (1 — S)a_2 s) ds
+1 /0 T h(s)d

_ /Ot“—r(jj‘lh@m e /O"u<s>dx

t tafl(l o s)a72 ) ds
+/O ———————h(s)d
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1 ! a—1l/1  H\a—2 tD‘il K
+F()/t (1—13s) h(s)dera_l/O u(s)ds

o= 1 n
(3.7) / G1(t,s) ds—|— 1/ u(s)ds,
0

where G1(t, s) is defined by (3.5).

From (3.7), we have

/0 //Glts s)dsdt + (;al)/onu(s)ds.

It follows that

(3.8) /Onu(t)dt a(gf‘l_l //Glts s)ds dt.

Substituting (3.8) into (3.7), we obtain

tozl
/Glts s)ds+ —2 //Glts s) ds dt
a—l
:/Gl(ts ds—i—/ Ga(t,s)h
0

= /1 G(t,s)h(s) ds,

0

where G(t, s), G1(t, s) and Gy(t, s) are defined by (3.4), (3.5) and (3.6),
respectively. The proof is complete. O

Lemma 3.2. Let 0 < n* < a(a—1). If f € C([0,1] %[0, +0), [0, +0)),
then the boundary value problem (1.1)—(1.2) is equivalent to the integral
equation

(3.9)  u(t) = /0 IG(t,s)%(F({y) /0 (s oy f(T,u(T))dT> ds,

where G(t, s) is defined by (3.4).

Proof. By the boundary value problem (1.1)—(1.2) and Lemma 2.2,
we have

Lt —g)r-1
$p(D§, u(t)) = et —/0 %

o) f(s,u(s))ds.
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By D§, u(t)|t=0 = 0, there is ¢ = 0, and then

D5t =~ [ t LD (s ds )

Therefore, boundary value problem (1.1)—(1.2) is equivalent to the
following problem

D5, utt) + 6, [ CE = ssutoas) =0

0<t<l, 2<a<s,

By Lemma 3.1, boundary value problem (1.1)—(1.2) is equivalent to the
integral equation (3.9). The proof is complete. O

Lemma 3.3. The function G1(t,s) defined by (3.5) satisfies:

(i) Gy is a continuous function and Gi(t,s) > 0 for (t,s) €
[0,1] > [0, 1];
(if)
! 1
sup / Gi(t,s)ds = ——————.
B () )

Proof.

(i) The continuity of G is easily checked. On the other hand, for
0 <t <s<1,it is obvious that

tocfl(]_ _ s)a72 -0

Gi(t,s) = (o) >
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In the case 0 < s <t <1 (s# 1), we have

[ta_l(l _ S)a—l _ (t _ S)a—l]

—_

v
5
o=

«

—_
~—

[(t—ts)* ' = (t—s)*"]

(a)

e

>

Moreover, as G1(t,1) = 0, then we conclude that Gy(t,s) > 0
for all (¢,s) € [0,1] x [0, 1].
(ii) Since

/Gltst—/Gltsds—i—/ G1(t,s)d

:ﬁ/o (11— )22 — (¢ — 5)* ) ds
+F(1a)/1 t*7 11 - 5)* 2 ds

B 1 tozfl 7ltoz
T \a-1 o )

On the other hand, let

o(t) = /01 Gh(t,s)ds = F(la)(oia_ll _ ;ta).

Then, as

o'(t) = (t* 2=ty >0 fort>0,

) is strictly increasing and, consequently,

/—\

the function p(t

sup ot —Sup/GltSdS*J() (a)<ai1 61v>

t€(0,1] t€[0,1]
_ 1

- ala— 1)I‘(a) (a—DT(a+1)
The proof is complete. O
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Remark 3.1. Obviously, by Lemmas 3.2 and 3.3, we have u(t) > 0 if
f(t,u(t)) >0onte0,1].

Lemma 3.4. G1(t,s) is strictly increasing in the first variable.

Proof. For s fixed, we let

g1(t) = ﬁ (M 1=s)*2=(t—s5)"") fors<t,
g2(t) = ﬁt“‘l(l —5)*t fort<s.

It is easy to check that g1 (¢) is strictly increasing on [s, 1] and go(t) is
strictly increasing on [0, s]. Then we have the following cases:

Case 1. t1,t3 < s and t; < to. In this case, we have ga(t1) < ga(t2),
i.e. Gl(tl,s) < Gl(tQ,S).

Case 2. s < t1,ty and t; < to. In this case, we have g1(t1) < g1(t2),
i.e. Gl(tl,s) < Gl(tg,s).

Case 3. t1 < s < tg and t; < t3. In this case, we have
92(t1) < ga(s) = g1(s) < g1(t2). We claim that go2(t1) < ¢1(t2). In
fact, if g2(t1) = g1(t2), then go(t1) = g2(s) = g1(s) = g1(t2) and, from
the monotone of g; and go, we have t; = s = t5, which contradicts
with t; < t5. This fact implies that G1(t1,s) < G1(t2,s). The proof is
complete. O

Remark 3.2. Obviously, by Lemma 3.4, we have

! U
(3.10) /0 Galt,s) ds < I(a)[a(a—=1) =n2] (e = 1)

Proof. In fact, from Lemmas 3.4 and (3.6), we have

anG1(1,s)
ala—1) —n>
_an((L=5)*2 — (1= 5
I'(e) [a(e = 1) = n°]

Ga(t,s) < Ga(l,s) =
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Thus,
! an Jy (1=5)*"2 = (1—s)*")ds
| st < e
- Ui
T T(@)fala—1) =] (a— 1)’
for s,t € [0,1] x [0,1]. O

4. Uniqueness of a positive and nondecreasing solution for
boundary value problems (1.1)—(1.2). In this section, we establish
the existence and uniqueness of a positive and nondecreasing solution
for the boundary value problems (1.1)—(1.2) by using a fixed point
theorem in partially ordered sets. The basic space used in this section
is E = (C[0,1]. Then FE is a real Banach space with the norm
[lu]l = Jnax |u(t)|. Note that this space can be equipped with a partial

order gi\_/en by
x,y € C[0,1], z<yex) <y(), te]lo,1].
In [24] it is proved that (C]0, 1], <) with the classic metric given by
dfe.y) = sup {lo(0) = v(0)

satisfying condition (2.1) of Theorem 2.1. Moreover, for z,y € C[0,1]
as the function max{z,y} € C[0,1], (C[0, 1], <) satisfies condition (2.2).

For notational convenience, we denote

. 1 1 n
b= La=1(y+1) ((04 “D{a+1) ' T(a)faa—1) =] (a— 1))
> 0.

The main result of this section is the following.

Theorem 4.1. The boundary value problem (1.1)-(1.2) has a unique
positive and strictly increasing solution u(t) if the following conditions
are satisfied:

(i) f:]0,1] x [0,400) — [0,4+00) is continuous and nondecreasing
with respect to the second wvariable and f(t,u(t)) £ 0 for
te Z C0,1] with u(Z) > 0 (u denotes the Lebesgue measure);
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(i) there exists 0 < A+ 1 < L™t such that, for u,v € [0,+00) with
u>wv andt € 0,1]

p(In(v +2)) < f(t,v) < f(t,u) < gpn(u +2)(u—v+1)%).

Proof. Consider the cone
K ={ueC|0,1] : u(t) > 0}.

As K is a closed set of C[0,1], K is a complete metric space with the

distance given by d(u,v) = sup |u(t) —v(t)]|.
t€(0,1]

Now, we consider the operator T' defined by

1 1 s
Tu(t :/ G(t,s)p </ s— 1) (ru(r dT)dS,
(t) 0()“F(7)0( )" (T (7))
where G(t, s) is defined by (3.4). By Lemma 3.3 and condition (i), we
have that T(K) C K.

We now show that all the conditions of Theorems 2.1 and 2.2 are
satisfied.
Firstly, by condition (i), for u,v € K and u > v, we have

Tu(t) = /01 G(t, s)dq (F(lfy) /Os(s — )7 (7, u(T)) dT) ds
> /01 G(t,s)%(ulv) /OS(S—T)W—lf(T,v(T))dQ ds

=Tuv(t).
This proves that T is a nondecreasing operator.

On the other hand, for u > v and by condition (ii), we have

d(Tu,Tv) = S [(Tu)(t) — (T)(1)]
= sup (Tu)(t) — (T)(1))
1 1 s Y1
< /0 G(t,8)9, <F(7)/o (s=7)"" " f(r,u()) dT) ds

— /01 G(t, s)dq (1_‘(17) /Os(s — )7 (7, 0(T)) dT) ds
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(In(u +2)(u — v+ 1)* —In(v + 2))

/Gts ( ()/(s—mldr)ds

(u+2)(u—v+ 1A /
G(t,
- Fq*1(7+1) " v+ 2 2

A+ 1) In(u—v+ 1)m/0 G(t,s)ds

IN

Since the function h(x) = In(x + 1) is nondecreasing, by Lemma 3.3
and condition (ii), then we have

d(Tu, Tv) < (A + 1) In(flu —v|| +1)

1
su Gi(t,s)ds + su /G t,s ds)
re— 1(’y+1 (0<t1<)1/ 1 0<t£1 0 2(t: )

<A+ 1) In(|ju—v| +1)
<lu—o| = ([lu—2] - IH(HU —v[[+1)).

Let ¢(z) =  — In(x 4+ 1). Obviously ¢ : [0,4+00) — [0, +00) is contin-
uous, nondecreasing, positive in (0, 4+00), 1¥(0) = 0 and hrf Y(z) =
Tr—+00

+00. Thus, for u > v, we have
d(Tu, Tv) < d(u,v) — ¥ (d(u,v)).

As G(t,s) > 0 and f > 0, fo (t,s)f(s,0)ds > 0 and, by
Theorem 2.1, we know that problem (1.1)-(1.2) has at least one non-
negative solutlon As (K, <) satisfies condition (2.2), thus, Theorem 2.2
implies the uniqueness of the solution.

)
2.

Finally, we will prove that this solution w(t) is a strictly increasing
function. As

u(0) = /01 G(0,8)¢, (F(lw /Os(s — )77 (7, u(T)) dT> ds

and G(0,s) =0, we have u(0) = 0.

Moreover, if we take t1,%2 € [0,1] with ¢; < t2, we can consider the
following cases.
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Case 1. t; = 0. In this case, u(t;) = 0 and, as u(t) > 0, suppose
that u(t2) = 0. Then

0=u(ts) = /01 G(t2, 5)dq (F(lfy) /Os(s — T)"’_lf(T,u(T)) dT) ds.
This implies that

Glt2,5)64 (F(lw JACEE R aTes) dr) —o,

almost everywhere (s) and, as G(tz, s) # 0, almost everywhere (s), we
get f(s,u(s)) =0 almost everywhere (s).

On the other hand, f is nondecreasing with respect to the second
variable. Then we have

f(s5,0) < f(s,u(s)) =0, almost everywhere (s),

which contradicts condition (i) f(¢,0) # 0 for t € Z C [0,1](u(Z) # 0).
Thus, u(t1) = 0 < u(ta).

Case 2. 0 < t1. In this case, let us take to,t; € [0,1] with ¢; < to.
Then

u(tz) —u(t) = (Tu)(t2) — (Tu)(t1)

-/ (Gltns) — Gltn,9))
dq (F(lfy) /Os(s — T)’Y_lf(T, u(T)) d’T) ds.

Taking into account Lemma 3.4 and the fact that f > 0, we get
u(te) —u(ty) > 0.

Suppose that u(t2) = u(t1). Then

(Gltar) = Gltr )0y (s [ (a1 ) dr ) ds =0,
0 ) 0

(v

and this implies

(Glts,5) — Gltr,5))6g (F(lw / (5= u(r) df) ~0
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almost everywhere (s). Again, Lemma 3.4 gives us
f(s,u(s)) =0 almost everywhere (s),

and, using the same reasoning as above, we have that this contradicts
condition (i) f(t,0) # 0 for t € Z C [0,1](u(Z) # 0). Thus,
u(t1) = 0 < u(tz). The proof is complete. O

5. Single positive solution of the boundary value problems
(1.1)—(1.2). In this section, we establish the existence of a single
positive solution for boundary value problems (1.1) and (1.2) by the
lower and upper solution methods. We assume that f : [0,1] x
[0,4+00) — [0, 4+00) is continuous in this section.

Lemma 5.1. If u(t) € C[0,1] and is a positive solution of (1.1) and
(1.2), then mp(t) < u(t) < Mp(t), where

p(t) = /01 G(t, s)dq (r(lfy) /Os(s — )t dT) ds

and m, M are two constants.
Proof. Since u(t) € C]0, 1], there exists M’ > 0 so that |u(t)| < M’
for t € [0, 1]. Taking
= i t,u(t
¢p(m) (t,u)eﬁﬁl}ri[o,M/]f( su(t)),

M) = .
¢p(M) (t’u)e[rg}ﬁ§[07M,]f(t,u(t))

By view of Lemma 3.2, we have

p(t) < u(t)
_ /0 ' G(@s)gzsq(r(lv) /0 (s = 7L () dT) ds < Mp(t).

Thus, we have finished the proof of Lemma 5.1. O

Now we introduce the following two definitions about the upper and
lower solutions of fractional boundary value problems (1.1) and (1.2).
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Definition 5.1. A function 6(t) is called a lower solution of fractional
boundary value problems (1.1) and (1.2) if 8(¢) € C[0, 1] and 6(¢) satisfy

—Dg, (dp(DEL0(1))) < f(£,0(2), 0<t<l, 2<a<3,
6(0) <0, 0'(0) <0, 0'(1) < [, 6(s)ds, D§, 0(t)]4=0 < 0.
Definition 5.2. A function (%) is called an upper solution of fractional

(
boundary value problems (1.1) and (1.2) if ¢(¢) € C]0, 1] and ((¢) satisfy

=D (¢p(DG,.C(1)) = f(£,C(1), 0<t<1 2<a<3,
¢0)>0, ¢'(0)=0, ¢'(1)=[]¢(s)ds,  Dg.C(t)]e=o0 > 0.

The main result of this section is the following.

Theorem 5.1. The fractional boundary value problems (1.1) and (1.2)
have a positive solution u(t) if the following conditions are satisfied:

(Hy) f(t,u) € C([0,1] x [0, +00),RT) is nondecreasing relative to u,
f(t,p(t)) Z0 fort e (0,1) and there exists a positive constant
w <1 such that

EFf(tu) < f(t ku), forall0<k<1.
Proof. At first, we will prove that the functions 6(t) = k1g(t), ((t) =

kag(t) are lower and upper solutions of (1.1) and (1.2), respectively,
where

1 _ 1 _
O<k1§min{,a’f/(1 “)}, kQZmax{,ag/(l ”)}
as

a
and
dylan) =min {1, inf f(t,0(0)} >0
¢p(a2) = max {17 sup f(ta p(t))}
t€0,1]
and

o= [ 601, )0, (F(lw / (s — 1) (o plr) dr) s
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By view of Lemma 3.1, we know that g(¢) is a positive solution of the
following equations
(5.1)

D, (6p(Dg,u(t)) + f(t,p(1) =0, 0<t<1 2<a<3,

u(0) = u’(0) = 0, u'(1) = [ u(s) ds, D§ u(t)]i—o = 0.

From the conclusion of Lemma 5.1, we know that
(5.2) a1p(t) < g(t) < azp(t), forallt € [0,1].

Thus, by virtue of the assumption of Theorem 5.1, this shows that

o(t) L) 1

k < =L <k <1 < —=< <1

= p(t) — =5 kaas — y(t) ~ koay T
(kra1)* > kq, (koag)" < ko.

Therefore, we have

ra.00) = 5(1. 28 0)) = (42 st pt0)
> (o) (1 plt)) 2 b £ (1, (1),
ka6 = haf (1. 28050)) = ha (28 017000
> ko) ™ £(1, (1)) > F(5,74(1)

This implies that

—Dg, (6p(DG,.0(1))) = k1 f (L, p(t)) < f(2,0(1)),

(t
(5.3) 0<t<l,2<a<3,
' —Dgy (6p(D§C(1))) = ka2 f (¢, p(£)) = f(£,C(2)),

O0<t<l, 2<a<

3.
Obviously, 0(t) = kig(t) and ((t) = kog(t) satisfies the boundary
conditions (1.2). So, 0(t) = ki1g(t) and ((t) = kog(t) are the lower
and upper solutions of (1.1) and (1.2), respectively.

Next, we will prove the fractional boundary value problem
(5.4)
DY (6p(Dgu(t))) + g(t, u(t)) = 0,
0<t<l, 0<vy<l, 2<a<y
u(0) = u/(0) =0, u'(1) = [ u(s)ds, D§ u(t)|=0 =0
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has a solution, where

F000)  ifu(t) <o),
g(tu(t)) =4 f(Gu(t) i O() <u(t) < (@),
F&C) () < uld).

Thus, we consider the operator A : C[0,1] — C10, 1] defined as follows

Au(t) = /01 G(t, s)¢q (F(lv) /Os(s — 1) (1, u(r)) dT) ds,

where G(t, s) is defined by Lemma 3.1. It is clear that the operator A
is continuous in C10, 1]. Since the function f(¢,u) in nondecreasing in
u, this shows that, for any u € C[0, 1],

f@t,0(8) < g(t,u(t) < f(¢,C(t) for t€[0,1].

The operator A : C[0,1] — (C]0,1] is continuous in view of the
continuity of G(¢,s) and g¢(¢,u(t)). By means of the Arzela-Ascoli
theorem, A is a compact operator. Therefore, from the Leray-Schauder
fixed point theorem, the operator A has a fixed point, i.e., fractional
boundary value problem (5.4) has a solution.

Finally, we will prove that fractional boundary value problems (1.1)
and (1.2) have positive solutions.

Suppose u*(t) is a solution of fractional boundary value problem
(5.4). Since the function f(¢,u) is nondecreasing in u, we know that

F(.0(0)) < glt.u* (1)) < F(.C(1)) for t € [0,1]
Thus,
(D3, (8p(DELC1))) — DY (6D (1))
— F(LC) — glt.u (1) = 0,
(¢ —u")(0) = (€ — u")(0) = 0,
(€M) = [ (€= u)s)ds DG (¢~ e =0,
0

where z(t) = ¢,(Dg.((t)) — ¢p(Dg, u*(t)). By virtue of Remark 3,
z(t) > 0, i.e.,

¢p(Dgyu” (1) < ¢p(Dgy (1) for t € [0, 1].



POSITIVE SOLUTION EXISTENCE AND UNIQUENESS 971

Since ¢, is monotone increasing, we have D§, u*(t) < D§, ((t), that
is, D§, (¢(t) —u*(t)) > 0. By Lemma 3.1 and Remark 3, we have
C(t) > w*(t) for t € [0,1]. Similarly, 6(t) < w*(¢) for ¢t € [0,1].
Therefore, u*(t) is a positive solution of fractional boundary value
problem (1.1) and (1.2). We have finished the proof of Theorem 5.1. [

6. Examples.

Example 6.1. The fractional boundary value problem
(6.1)
DL/? 5/2 2 2 _
V2 (6o (DY2u(t)) + (22 + D@+ u(®)] =0, 0<t<1,
w(0) =/ (0) =0, (1) = [}*u(s)ds, Dy *u(t)lio =0

has a unique and strictly increasing solution.

Proof. In this case, v = 1/2, a = 5/2, p = 2, n = 1/2, f(t,u) =
(t? + D[In(2 + w)]? for (t,u) € [0,1] x [0,00). Note that f is a
continuous function and f(¢,u) # 0 for t € [0,1]. Moreover, f is
nondecreasing with respect to the second variable since (9f)/(0u) =
[2(t2 +1)/(u+2)]In(2 + u(t)) > 0 for ¢t € [0,1]. On the other hand,
since u € C10, 1], without loss generality, we take 1 > u > v > 0 with
(u—v)(t) > 1/3 and, for t € [0, 1], we have

bs(In(v +2)) < (1 + 1)[In(v + 2)]2
= f(t,v) < f(t,u) = (t* + 1)[In(u + 2)]?
< 2[In(u + 2)]?
< [In(u+2)(u—v +1)%)?
< do(In(u + 2)(u — v+ 1)?).
In this case, A = 2. By simple computation, we have 0 < A+ 1 < 1/L.

Thus, Theorem 4.1 implies that boundary value problems (1.1)—(1.2)
have a unique and strictly increasing solution. (|

Example 6.2. As an example we mention the following fractional
boundary value problem:
(6.2)

{ DY (éa(DFPu(®) + f(tu(t) =0, 0<t<1,
07

w(©0) =/ (0) =0, u'(1)= [, %u(s)ds, Dy u(t)o =0,
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where D, is the standard Riemann-Liouville fractional derivative, and

ftu)=t+u*, 0<p<l

Proof. Since k* < 1,0 < p < land 0 <k < 1. It is easy to check
that
K f(t u) = kMt + kPu? <t + (ku)* = f(t, ku).

Thus, by Theorem 5.1, we know that the boundary value problem (6.2)
has a positive solution wu(t). O

Acknowledgments. The authors are indebted to the referee’s sug-
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