
Preface

This volume contains contributions by participants in the Stable Group

seminar at Notre Dame. This seminar began during the 1985-86 Notre Dame

Logic Year and continued up to December 1987.

Except for Simon Thomas' paper on expansions of projective spaces, all

the papers here are connected in one way or another with stable group theory.

This volume contains introductory, expository and research papers in the area

and we hope will be of interest to beginners as well as "experts". We cover

much of the material in Poizat's book Groupes Stables and go beyond it in

some respects (for example Bouscaren's paper on Hrushovski's important

group configuration theorem in which the presence of a definable group is

recognized from a certain forking configuration). So we hope our volume will

serve as a useful complement to Poizat's book.

We would like to thank the University of Notre Dame (Mathematics

Department and College of Science), the National Science Foundation (Grant

DMS 85 09920) and the Argonne Universities Association Trust Fund, for their

support of the 1985-86 Logic Year at Notre Dame, which in addition to funding

a conference in April 1986, allowed us to invite many of the contributors to this

volume.

We would also like to thank Joan Hoerstman, Karen Jacobs and Leona

Strickland for their excellent and patient work in preparing the manuscript.
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