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The Finnish philosopher and logician Raili Kauppi died in Tampere in
August 1995. The exact date of her departure remains uncertain. She was
born in Helsinki on the 10th of April 1920. After graduating from school in
Heinola in 1938, Raili Kauppi worked first at the Helsinki City Library,
the director of which was the philosopher and logician Uuno Saarnio (1896
— 1977). Kauppi was a librarian from 1942 to 1950, a library council from
1950 to 1960, the director of the branch library of Kallio from 1960 to
1961, and an administrative assistant director from 1961 to 1963. While
working as a librarian she studied theoretical philosophy at the University
of Helsinki. She finished her master’s degree in 1949, her phil. lic. in 1956,
and her doctoral dissertation in 1961. In 1963 Kauppi continued her career as
a Lecturer in library science at the University of Tampere and from 1964 as
a Lecturer in philosophy both in Helsinki and Tampere. In 1966 she took
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over the newly founded chair of philosophy at the University of Tampere.
Permanent appointment was made in 1969. She retired as an emerita in

1985.

Raili Kauppi

(Photograph is privately owned and provided courtesy of Logikdocumentation,
University of Erlangen)

Raili Kauppi’s doctoral thesis, Uber die Leibnizsche Logik mit
besonderer Beriicksichtigung des Problems der Intension und der

Extension (1960), is a detailed analysis of the logic of Leibniz. It is inter-
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nationally one of the best known basic studies on the subject, and in 1985
it was included, as a reprint, in the collection of the “14 most important
treatises on Leibniz”. Influenced by Leibniz, Kauppi developed her own
theory of conceptual structures and of the logic of intensions (cf., e.g.,
Einfiihrung in die Theorie der Begriffssysteme, 1967).

The field of Kauppi’s chair at Tampere was logic and epistemology.
Besides these subjects, Kauppi wrote and lectured on varying issues of the
history of philosophy and questions of value theory. She participated
actively in international congresses of philosophy, as well as in the
meetings and colloquia of the Philosophical Society of Finland.

Raili Kauppi was the first woman to write a doctoral dissertation on
philosophy in Finland. She is remembered as an exceptionally friendly
person and as a helpful teacher.
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