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0. Introduction. Hormander’s theorem on the unique propagation
of zeros of solutions of partial differential homogeneous equations through
strongly pseudo-convex surfaces [6, Thm. 8.9.1] cannot be used if the
principal part of the operator has a double zero. The presence of real
double characteristics also precludes the use of Calderdén’s uniqueness
results ([4] and [5]). On the other hand, there has been considerable
development in very recent times on uniqueness for the non-characteristic
Cauchy problem for operators with higher characteristics, for instance
[1], [2], [8], [7], [9], [10] to mention a few (the last reference contains an
extensive list of results known to date).

The purpose of this paper is to prove uniqueness in the non-charac-
teristic Cauchy problem for a class of differential operators of order two
with double real characteristics modelled upon the heat equation. Let 2
be an open subset of R"™ and denote by z = (x, ¥), x€ R*, yc R the
variable point in 2. We consider an operator

(0.1) P(z, D) = 3, a.(2)D2 + o(2)9,

with principal symbol p(x, y; £). We shall assume that
(0.2) p(x, ¥; &) and c¢(x, y) are real and c(x, y) # 0.

Let ¥ be an oriented non-characteristic surface in 2 and consider a point
%, in ¥. We prove in Theorem 1.1 that if ¥ is “partially pseudo-convex”
with respect to P in the direction of « at z, there is unique propagation
of the zeros of the solutions of Pu = 0 through XY in a neighborhood of
2, (see Definition 1.1 for the precise meaning of partial pseudo-convexity).
It is interesting to note that a class of operators analogous to those
studied here but modelled on the Schrodinger operator (i.e., with the
coefficient ¢(z) of 9, purely imaginary rather than real) was studied in
[7] and sufficient and close to necessary “pseudo-convexity” conditions for
uniqueness in the Cauchy problem were given. These conditions, how-
ever, bear on the sub-principal symbol whereas the notion of partial
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pseudo-convexity, naturally associated to (0.1) when ¢(2) is real, depends
on the principal symbol alone.
The proof of Theorem 1.1 is based on a Carleman estimate

0.3)  Yllel | + Yol 7w, [P + Ylllg 7| < Cll ] Pulf?

valid for » smooth and compactly supported in the negative side of the
initial surface ¢ = ¢(z,) and 7 large. It is obtained by patching-up three
microlocal energy estimates.

Concerning the necessity of our hypothesis, it is a consequence of a
result of Alinhae that if partial pseudo-convexity is violated in a strict
sense at a non-radial fiber point ¢ over z, where dp(z,; &) # 0, there exists
a zero order perturbation of P for which there is no uniqueness through 3.

We are indebted to Professor Zuily who kindly posed this problem
in the course of his lectures [10] at Recife. We also thank the anony-
mous referee who pointed out a flaw in the original proof of Lemma 2.1
and suggested the use of a partition of unity in the z-space to correct it.

1. Partial pseudo-convexity. Let 2 be an open subset of R” x R™.
We denote by z = (x, y), x€ R", y e R™, the variable point in 2. Given
a point 2z, = (x,, ¥,) in 2, consider the submanifold {(z,, ¥) € 2}. Its tan-
gent space at z, is the subspace of T, (2) generated by d/dy', ¢ =1, ---,
m. We shall denote by N, = T*(@2) the orthogonal to this subspace.
In local coordinates,

N,, = {(®,, ¥; & 0) € T*(Q)} .

Given a differential operator P(z, y, D,, D,) with real principal symbol
p(x, y; & 1) and smooth coefficients, we shall define the notion of partial
pseudo-convexity of a surface Y with respect to P in the direction of x.
Let ¢ be a real valued smooth function defined in a neighborhood of z,
and assume that F¢(z,) = 0. Then the equation

1.1 #(2) = ¢(2,)

defines a non-singular oriented level surface in a neighborhood of z,; we
say a point z of the neighborhood of z, is in the positive (resp. negative)
side of the surface when ¢(z) > 4(z,) (resp. ¢(z) < ¢(z,)). In the following
definition {, } denotes the Poisson bracket.

DEFINITION 1.1. The oriented non-characteristic surface 3 defined
by (1.1) will be called partially pseudo-convex with respect to P in the
direction of x at z, if

1.2) {p, {p, 8}}(2, ©) > 0 for all (z,, {)e N, \{0}
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such that

1.3) (%, ¢) =0 and {p, ¢}(z,, ) =0.

If 4 defines the same surface Y with the same orientation, then
V¢ =Wy with A > 0 at 2z, and {p, {p, 8}}(z., {) = Mp, {p, ¥}}(z,, Q) if (2,, {)
verifies (1.3) so the definition is independent of the function used to define
the oriented surface.

REMARK 1.1. Ifm = 0, then N, = T.(2) and partial pseudo-convexity
is just pseudo-convexity. On the other hand if YSR" is pseudo-convex
with respect to P(x, D,), then ¥ x R™ will be partially pseudo-convex in
the direction of x with respect to P(x, D,) in R* X R™.

REMARK 1.2. Assume that P is given by
1.4) P =D+ leé a.(x, t, ¥)D: + c(z, t, ¥)o,

with e R*™, tec R, yc R and Y is given by ¢(x, t, y) = —t = 0 where
D, = —v/=14/6t, D, = —/ —1(5/ox", - - -, 8/6x""*) and 4, = 6/dy in a neigh-
borhood of the origin. Then, 3 is partially pseudo-convex with respect
to P in the direction of (x, t) at the origin if and only if the following
condition holds:

(1.5) (0a/ot)(0; &) > 0 for all £e R" '\ {0} such that a(0;¢&) =0
where we used the notation

(1.6) a(x, t, y; &) = ' alz:z al(%, t, Y)E~ .

REMARK 1.3. If Y = {¢ = ¢(z,)} is partially pseudo-convex with respect
to Pat 2z, and X' = {4 = (z,)} is another surface tangent to the former
and with the same orientation, it follows that 3’ is also partially pseudo-
convex with respect to P at z, if the second order derivatives of ¢ — 4
at z, are small enough. In particular, if F' is a closed subset of 2 con-
tained in the negative side of 3, we may find 3’ tangent to 3 and
partially pseudo-convex with respect to P so that F' is contained in the
negative side of 3’ = {y» = 4z,)} and furthermore the sets

(v Zy(z,) — €N F
are compact if ¢ > 0 is small enough. More generally we have:

ProOPOSITION 1.1. If the surface (1.1) is partially pseudo-convex with
respect to P at z,€ 2 in the direction of x, then there exists a meighbor-
hood @ of z, and a positive number d such that every + € C*(w) for which
| D¢ — )| < 0 im w, |a] = 2, has partially pseudo-convex level surfaces
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with respect to P in the direction of x at every point of ®.
The proof is trivial.
We now state our main result.

THEOREM 1.1. Let 2 be an open subset of R"*, z, = (z,, ¥,) €2 and
consider the differential operator with C= coefficients (0.1) satisfying
(0.2). Let X be an oriented surface which is partially pseudo-convex
with respect to P at (x,, ¥,) in the direction of x and mon-characteristic
with respect to P at (x,, Y,).

Then, there is a mneighborhood @ of (x,, y,) such that if weC=(Q2),
Py =0 and u vanishes on the positive part of 2, w must vanish identi-
cally in .

Observe that (0.1) has double real characteristics (p vanishes to the
second order at (z,; 0, - - -, 1)) so there are no pseudo-convex surfaces with
respect to P. Furthermore, the equation »(z, £ + 7N) = 0 always possesses
the double root 7 =0 when { = (0, ---,1). If there exists a partially
pseudo-convex surface with normal N at z,, the double root = = 0 will
split into a pair of simple roots (real or complex conjugate) at nearby
points (z; £).

When > .1<. a.(x, ¥)DZ is elliptic in R", as in the case of the heat
operator in R"*' (with y representing the time variable), all non-charac-
teristic surfaces are partially pseudo-convex in the direction of x. In this
case Theorem 1.1 implies a result of Mizohata [8]. A different example,
is the “heat equation” based on the Tricomi operator: P = D; + tD: + a,.
In this case the oriented surface ¢ = 0 is partially pseudo-convex in the
(x, t)-direction if ¢(x,t, y) = —t and is not if ¢(=, ¢, y) = t.

REMARK 1.4. Concerning the necessity of partial pseudo-convexity in
Theorem 1.1, the following remarks are in order. Keeping the notation
of the theorem, to say that 3 is not partially pseudo-convex with respect
to P at 2z, means that there exists & e R*\ {0} such that

P25 &) =0, {p,¢}(2,;&) =0 and {p,{p, s}}(z,;&)=0.

If we strengthen this to {p, {p, ¢}}(z.; &) < 0 and assume furthermore
that dp(z,; &,) # 0 and the characteristic set {(z; ) e T*R"*'\{0}; p(z; {) = 0}
is transverse to the fibers, it follows from a recent result of Alinhac [1,
Theorem 2] that there exists a smooth function b such that uniqueness
in the Cauchy problem does not hold for P + b through the oriented
surface 3.

COROLLARY 1.2. Let 2 be an open subset of R*, x,€ 2 and consider
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a second order operator
Q = 3 a.(x)D;
la| =2

with real principal symbol and smooth coefficients. Let X be an oriented
surface which is pseudo-convex with respect to @ at x,. Then, there is
a neighborhood @ of x, such that if uweC=(2), Qu = 0 and u vanishes in’
the positive side of 3, u must vanish identically in ®.

Indeed, this follows if we apply Theorem 1.1 to Q + 9/0y. This result
is a particular case of the aforementioned theorem of Hormander since
for second order operators with real principal symbol there is no difference
between pseudo-convexity and strong pseudo-convexity.

2. Proof of Theorem 1.1. We may choose local coordinates (z, ¢, ¥),
xeR"*, teR, yeR, so that z,=(0,0,0), 2 is defined by ¢(z, t, y) =
—t = 0 and (changing P by —P if necessary) P is given by

@1) P =0t + 3 au@onon) + c0foy) + 3 adfon’) + a@for) + 8
with

2.2) o0) > 4

(2.3) aij—':a'_tj:aji’ i;j=17"',/n—1'

Observe that the definition of partial pseudo-convexity (Definition 1.1)
does not make use of coordinates. Once a decomposition of R as the
product of say, R" x R is chosen, partial pseudo-convexity is invariant
under coordinate changes of the form (z, ¢, y)— (&'(z, t, ¥), ¢, ¥'(¥)). In
these coordinates the partial pseudo-convexity is expressed by (1.5).
Furthermore (see Remark 1.3) there is no loss of generality in assuming
that the sets supp u N {¢ < ¢} are compact for small positive values of e.
Thus, Theorem 1.1 will follow in a standard way from:

LEMMA 2.1. Assume that P is given by (2.1) and satisfies (2.2).
Then there exists a neighborhood @ of the origin and a positive constant
C, such that when v is sufficiently large the estimate

@24) Pl + vl[e0u/on) |

+ S [l @ufont) | + v troufoy | < Clt7Pull
holds for all ueCX(@ N {t =0}). Here || || indicates the L*-norm in all
variables.

Proor. It is enough to prove (2.4) with P replaced by P, = d; +
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>, 0:@0; + o, with 9/ox; = 0;. We may also assume that the support
of u is a compact subset of {¢ > 0} which will be useful later since in
the course of the proof we use an operator depending smoothly on ¢ for
t > 0 but not defined for t = 0. The general case will follow easily con-
sidering the sequence u(x, t — 1/n, y), n — .

We set » = t7u. Thus, Pu = t'Py with

~

P =d+ 3 0,a,;0; + (v — 1)t7* + 27t7'0, + co, .
2%

Consider the operator
P, =P+ (1/27), .
To prove (2.4) for large ¥ we need only to show the following estimate
for P,
@.5) Yt + vt P+ S0+ 7 P = Cf Polf.

Indeed, | Pw|® = || Pv + /27w, | < 2| Pv|* + (1/2)77%| v, || and the second
term on the right-hand side is absorbed by 7v~!||v,]||* as ¥ — . To obtain
(2.5) write P, = M + N where

M = 0} + >, 0,a,0; + (v — o)t + (1/27)0,
N = 27t7%9, + ¢d, + (¢ — L)vt™*.

Note that we have split the term (v — 1)t™? into (¥* — o7)t™® and
Y(e — 1)t"%2. Here o is a real number that we will take later equal to
0, 1 and —1 to obtain three estimates that, combined, will yield (2.5).
At any rate, || £1. We may write

(2.6) |Pw]|* = || Mv + Nv|* = 2 Re (Mwv, Nv)

where ( , ) indicates the inner product in L*. To compute 2 Re (Mw, Nv)
it is convenient to use the formulas below. They are easily proved by
integration by parts. We assume that v is compactly supported and «
is a smooth real function:

2Re (v, av) = —(v, aw), 2 Re (v, av) = (v, a,w) — 2(v,, av,)
2Re 3, (0:04,0,v, av) = 3, ([a;]:0,0, @dw) + 3, (a:;0;9, a,0:v)
2% Y] %)

— 2Re 3 (a;0,v, (0a/ox’)v,) .

In the sequel C will denote a large positive constant that need not be the
same in each expression and v will be a smooth function with compact
support contained in w N {t > 0}. We will need to shrink the neighbor-
hood w a number of times in the course of the proof. Typically, C is
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chosen to dominate certain coefficients of P, or its derivatives, thus,
shrinking @ does not affect the size of C. Finally, v is a big parameter

that will eventually tend to infinity. We compute the terms appearing
in 2Re (Mw, Nv):

2.7 I, = 2Re (3, 27vt7'0w) = 27|[t70w ||*;
I, = 2 Re (6, ¢d,v) = (0w, ¢,0,v) — 2Re (0,9, ¢,0,v)
ILI < CY|lv|l® + 7o, P < 27t 70 |1 + 7w, |17
shrinking ® in the t-direction;
(2.9) I, = 2Re (0%, (6 — D)7t ) = (27||t70w]]* — 67|t A — 0);
(2.10) I, = 2Re (3] 0,a,;0,, 27t7'0,v)

= 27 Y, ((0,a5)0;0, t7'0,.0) — 27 D) (@400, t770,0) ;
(2.11) I, = 2Re (3] 0,a,;0,v, cd,v) , || < CY||[Pol* + Y7o, |2
where F,v indicates the gradient of v in the x variables;
(2.12) I, = 2Re (3] 0,a,;0v, (6 — 1)7t7*) = 27(1 — o) > (a:;0;v, t770) ;
(2.13) I, = 2Re ((v* — oY)t ™, 2Yt'0w) = 67Y(Y* — o7)|[t 7 |%
I, = 2Re ((v* — o7)t™™, c0,w) = —(7* — 07)(v, c,t7"v)
[ L| < CYlt7o | = Cvllt ™o |®
assuming |[t| < 1;
(2.15) I, =2Re ((v* — oM)t™, (6 — I)Vt™™) = Y(¥* — o7)(o — 1)||[t™™]]*;
(2.16) I, = 2Re ((27)'0,v, 27t7"0v) , [ Lol < 77w, |I* + Y|t 0, |75
(2.17) I, = 2Re(27)79,v, ¢d,v) = 7" inf ¢(2)||v, " Z 477, |*,

(2.8)

(2.14)

taking advantage of (2.2) and shrinking @ conveniently; finally
(2.18) I, =2Re((2v)0,v, (0 — L)vt™™) = 0.

Writing 2 Re (Mv, Nv) = 312, I, and collecting the identities and estimates
furnished by (2.7) to (2.18) we obtain

(2.19) 2Re (Mv, Nv) = ||[t™ |*(7*(5 + a) + O(?) + 7||t7v,||*(5/2 — 20)
+ V[ ((0.a:7)0 v, t70v) — 20 3, (a;;,0;, t7°0,v)]
+ 77 v, I = Cr[[Pv].
Combining (2.6) and (2.19) we obtain for large v and o] £ 1
(2.20) | P> = 37|t ||* + 27" ||t 70, ||* + Y7, |°
+ 7 > ((0,a:7)0,0, t7'0w) — 207 D (0,0, t7°0,)
+ vC(4,v, v)
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where 4, indicates the Laplacian in the z-variables so ||/, v||* = —(4,v, v).

Now we let ¢ take the valueso = —1, ¢ = 0 and ¢ =1 in (2.20) in order

to get the three key estimates. To shorten the formulas we write
Mol =t + Yt [F + 77w, [

Thus, for ¢ = —1 we get

2.21)  Cl|Po|* =z vl + 27 X (@950, t7°0,0) + 7C(¢7' 4,0, ) .

Letting ¢ = 0, we obtain

(2.22)  Cl|Pw[ = lllvllf + 7 X ((8:0:1)95v, t0) + 7C(4,v, ) .

As 0 =1 we see that

2.23)  ClPo|* z vl — 27 X (a:;0,9, t%0.0) + YC(t 4,0, v) .

Should one of the quadratic forms a(0; &), a,(0; &) or —a(0; &) be positive,

we could get (2.5) from (2.21), (2.22) or (2.23) respectively. Microlocally

we are always in one of these cases so we need only patch together the

microlocal forms of those estimates in the usual way. In view of (1.5)

we can find a neighborhood @ of the origin and three open cones I,
r,, I'; in R** such that

(2.24) a(x,t,y;& >0, (x, t, ¥; &) e w X ')\ {0}
(2.25) ax,t,y;8) >0, (x, t, y; &) e w X I',\.{0}
(2.26) a(x, t,y;8) <0, (x,t ;8 ecw x I,\{0}
(2.27) r,ur,ur,;= R\{0}

where we have used notation (1.6).

Let {4}, 1 =1, 2, 3, be a smooth partition of unity of S*? = {£e R*™;
|&] =1} subordinated to the covering {I";,NS"?}. Consider a smooth parti-
tion of unity in R, {X,} so that X,(¢&) = ¢.,(&/|&]) for |&| = 1/2 and set

mmaw=mmDmmaw=ég§pwmmmuw@
where 9(¢, t, y) is the partial Fourier transform of v(x, ¢, y) in the vari-
able ¢ and a(x) is a smooth function that is identically 1 in a neighbor-
hood of the origin and has small compact support so that inequalities
(2.21), (2.22) and (2.23) are valid for v»,, We shall apply (2.21) to v,
(2.22) to v, and (2.23) to v, and add the three estimates up. We get

228 C g | Pw;||* = 2; Wvlll; + 7[2(alz, t, y; D,)v,, t70,)

+ (a.(x, t, y; D,)v,, t7'v,) — 2(a(x, t, ¥; D,)vs, t7°0,)]
+ CY[(4,v,, t7'0,) + (4,0, v,) + (4,05, t70,)]

= S0, + 757G, £, 55 D, v)
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where we have written
(@, 8, ¥; D) = 267 (P ay)(D,) + 17 (@5 awn)(D,) — 287 (yFayr)(D,)
+ ClE ™yl depy + ¥ darps} + W doyr)(D,) -
The operator . (x, ¢, y; D,) is a classical pseudo-differential operator of
order two in D, depending smoothly on (¢, ¥), ¢t > 0. The principal symbol
s(x, t, y; &) of 7 is
8(x, t, y; &) = [2t7°(X} — Xd)a(z, t, ¥; &) + t7Xsa(x, t, ¥; £)
— C|EPP@E™ X + X3 + t7A)]a?(x) .
It follows from (2.24), (2.25), (2.26) and the choice of X,(¢) that there
exists a positive constant % such that
(2.29) s(x, t,y; &) > t7klefF, (x,t,y)ew, EecR™
if we decrease w enough; in particular a(x) =1 for (x, t, y) e w. Apply-
ing the Garding-Fefferman-Phong inequality to #.o/(, ¢, y; D,) — tk| D, |*
we obtain
(=, ¢, y; D,)v, v) 2 k||t 0| — K[t u|?,
suppv S w N {t > 0}.

It is another immediate consequence of the calculus of pseudo-differential
operators that

(2.30)

1P, ylol < ClIP.0f + 2le, o, I
St~ Dol Slllodls ~ ol

At this point we make an additional assumption that will be dropped
later:

(2.31)

the coefficient ¢ of 9, is independent of z, in particular
[e,v]=0,1=1,2,3.
Using (2.28), (2.30), (2.81) and (2.32) we get

CllPwl* z llvlll} + Ykt 7| — ClFo| — K|t u|®
which implies (2.5) for v large.

(2.32)

3. End of the proof of Lemma 2.1. To deal with the general case,
consider the operator

3.1) P, =3+ 3 a,@ t, 15oud0 + oo t, 13,
»J=1

defined in w, = U X (—¢, €) X (—p, p) where U is a neighborhood of the
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origin in R*™* and x,€ U is fixed. If U, ¢ and p are small enough, the
first part of the proof applies to P, (it verifies (2.32) in addition to
the hypothesis of Lemma 2.1) to conclude that there exist M, 7, such
that
@.2) M|tTPu|f = w4 {4 [T

+ Y7, |
for v > v, 2,€ U, ueCZ(w,N {t =0}). Then we proceed to show (2.4)
by partition of unity in the x-space. Let 6 e C~(R"*) be equal to 1 on
|zl <1landOon|2|=2. Fordéd >0, k=(k, - -, k,_.)eZ" " and ¥ > 07n
set

0(@) = 0077w — (S, 6077 — m)*,

mezZnr—

X = 87_1/2(151’ ) kn—l) .

Then, >,.6; =1 on R** and supp (4,) S {|z — .| < 2v™%}. For ue
CrwNn{t=0}) and & C w, define

uk(x’ tr y) = 0;,({1/')%((17, t, y)

and observe that for o fixed and v > 7,(0), w, has support in w, and
x, € U whenever u, = 0. Then

P, u, = Pu, + (c(x, t, ¥) — c(x, t, ¥))0,u

Pu, = 6, Pu + 23 a,;(30,/0x")(0u/ox?) + >, a,;(0°0,/0x 02 )u .
Hence, ,

| P — 0, Pul” < C{O*Y 7|0 u|* + 07| BV ul® + 0747 Bw [P}

where B,(x) denotes the characteristic function of the support of 6, and
C is constant. It follows that

33) 5 [Py — 0GP0

kezn—

< Gy H|t7om | + 0|t w ||t 4+ o || e Tw ||} .
Thus, in view of (3.2) and (8.3)
477 Pul* = 35 1670, Pu|* = 35 (1/2)][877 Pogt [* — 2] 87 (Poyus — 6, Pw) 1)
= (12M) X (Pl 77w [1* + A7 0w [ + 187777 e |7}
+ Y| 770, m, ||?)

— G [emo,u | + o7l e P ul* + ot Tw ||}
Z GIVIE7 "l + {67 w1 + 1777 |} + 767w, 7]
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for a positive constant C;, if we choose & and ¢ sufficiently small and
fixed and v > v,. This proves the lemma.
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