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Tadao Tannaka, professor emeritus of Tδhoku University and one
of the former editors of this journal, passed away in Tokyo on October
25, 1986.

He was born in Matsuyama City, Ehime, Japan on December 27, 1908.
He graduated from Tδhoku Imperial University in March, 1932 receiving
the degree of Bachelor of Science in Mathematics. He was appointed to
lecturer in Mathematics at Tδhoku Imperial University in March, 1934,
promoted to assistant professor in March, 1942 and full professor in
March, 1945. In the meantime, Tδhoku Imperial University conferred
on him in 1941 the degree of Doctor of Science in Mathematics. In 1947,
the university was renamed Tδhoku University, which he continued to
serve as full professor until his retirement in March, 1972. From then
until March, 1981 he served as professor at Tδhoku Gakuin University.

His interest in mathematics lied mainly in algebraic number theory
and wrote papers on generalizations of the principal ideal theorem. He
proved the famous Tannaka duality theorem on compact topological groups,
which nowadays is reformulated as the theory of Tannaka categories and
is expected to play an important role in algebraic number theory.

He visited the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton from Sep-
tember, 1955 till April, 1957. He served on the organizing committee for
the International Symposium on Algebraic Number Theory held in Tokyo
and Nikko in 1955 under the auspices of the Science Council of Japan
and the International Mathematical Union. For a long period, he also
served as member of the board of directors of the Mathematical Society
of Japan.
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