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The Theory of Atomic Collisions. By N. F. Mott and H. S. W. Massey. (The
International Series of Monographs on Physics.) Oxford, Clarendon Press,
and New York, Oxford University Press, 1933. xv4-283 pp.

This book contains a detailed account of the methods of treating collision
problems by means of the quantum theory together with applications to the
experimental material. Although for most of the problems discussed there are
available exact equations, the practical problem of finding their solutions is
usually very difficult. The scattering of a particle by a central field is an excep-
tion to the rule. Solutions by the method of Rayleigh as first applied in this
field of Faxén and Holtsmark are available for the purpose. This method and
its main applications to electron scattering and polarization are developed first.
In this connection Dirac’s relativistic equation for the electron is introduced
and its implications as to electron spin are discussed. Bohr's discussion of the
spin of the free electron is brought into prominence and the theoretical pos-
sibilities of producing polarized electron beams (Fues-Hellmann) are con-
sidered.

The validity of the popular Born method and its limitations are illustrated
by comparison with exact solutions for central fields following a paper of
Mott. For the cases where exact solutions are not available other procedures
such as the method of distorted waves and of the perturbed stationary state
are systematically presented. The results of calculations are given not only as
formulas but in the form of graphs and numerical tables as well. Although most
of the emphasis is on slow collisions, the results of calculations on fast electrons
and ions are also described. The discussion of the physical meaning of the cal-
culations and the frequent reference to experimental material are refreshing.
The book is very practical inasmuch as the language used is clear and concise,
the methods of treatment are definitely classified, and the mathematical ma-
nipulations are brief and to the point.

In reading a book on a modern subject it is usual to come upon special
features which one wishes were presented differently. They may be due either
to limitations of time and available page space or to personal differences of
taste. Some of these are mentioned below. In the discussion of the penetrating
power of fast particles the work of Bloch [Annalen der Physik, (5), vol. 16
(1933), p. 285] is mentioned only in a footnote. A more detailed discussion
would have served to show how far the picture of virtual oscillators applies.
The reference to the paper of Bethe and Fermi given on page 269 is an obvious
mistake and must have been meant for another paper of Bethe. The relativistic
two electron problem is presented clearly enough from the point of view of stat-
ing rules of calculation. The “correspondence method” of Klein is used as in
Mgller’s paper. It is not necessary to invoke such extreme symbolism as is
shown by the fact that the interaction energy used by Mgller was known for
identical particles during the development of the Dirac-Heisenberg-Pauli quan-
tum electrodynamics. In the discussion of transition probabilities by the
method of variations of parameters the exponentially decaying types of solu-
tions introduced by Weisskopf and Wigner in radiation theory are not in-



