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based, multidimensional scaling method may be se-
lected along with a higher degree, inner-product based,
projection pursuit method. If the same qualitative
features are present in such “orthogonal” analyses,
the user can be more sure that the corresponding
effects are real ones and not just an artifact of a
particular method employed.

Finally, I wonder to what extent the OMEGA sys-
tem could fruitfully be developed along the general
lines very briefly sketched in my published discussion
of Van der Heijden, de Falguerolles and De Leeuw
(1989, page 275). The thrust of those remarks was in
favor of a general constructive interplay between two
broad approaches to data analysis: the exploratory,
graphical approach and the confirmatory, modeling
approach. Could OMEGA benefit from blending with
the second of these? Some particular possibilities that
come to mind are: brushing points that are influential
for particular aspects of the analysis; examining the
robustness of the methods proposed; borrowing ideas
from the model choice literature in the present method
choice context; and filtering to remove uninteresting
model effects to see more clearly what remains (the
thrust of the original paper).

REMARKS ON THE EXAMPLE

The following remarks concern “color strength: un-
expected nonpredictability” (Section 5.2):

To what extent is the reduction from 29 to 5 vari-
ables in the PCA-COV analysis a reflection of domi-
nant variation of these variables compared to the rest?
Recalling the discussion in Section 3.1, it would be
helpful to know to what extent the results go through
in a PCA-COR analysis.

The (3, 5) and (4, 5) scatterplots in Figures 6 and 7
seem to reveal an outlier with low STRVI and
STRREM values for its STRTRA figure.

Comment

N. I, Fisher

I am grateful for the opportunity to comment on
this interesting piece of work. I regret that the rude
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The authors note two oddly placed batches in Figure
8: numbers 84 and 93. Could it be that these are ill-
fitting points in the dominant PCA plane (perhaps
with high loadings on a particular minor component)?
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interjection of the Australian holiday season has pre-
vented me from giving the paper the attention it
deserves, so I shall confine my remarks to a couple of
specific aspects relating to graphical testing and esti-
mation.

The authors are confronted by a common problem:
the sheer volume of data sets being presented to the
in-house statisticians means that the treatment of all
but a very small number of sets must necessarily be
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